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Massachusetts Institute of Technology 77 Massachusetts Avenue
Building 4-204
Cambridge, Massachusetts
021384307

July 24,2015

Mor. Charles Sullivan

Executive Director

Cambridge Historical Commission
831 Massachusetts Avenue
Cambridge, MA 02139

Dear Charlie,

The Cambridge Historical Commission has requested that MIT and the Commission develop a
written protocol with respect to the review of the Institute’s propeities listed on the State Register
of Historic Places and the Kendall Square Landmark Group (236 Main Street, 264 Main Street
and 292 Main Street). MIT and the Commission staff have had a long standing informal review
process whereby MIT has consulted with the staff on alterations and repairs to buildings that have
been listed on the State Register of Historic Places. This letter is intended to formalize this
arrangement and conclude the landmark d331gnat10n stuciy of the Kendall Square Landmalk
Group. v

[ have attached a map of the propelfi'esrthat we understand are of particular interest to the
Commission as they are listed on the State Register of Historic Places or they are one of the three
buildings in the proposed Kendall Squale Landmark Group. MIT would agree to the continued
staff review of all major modifications to the properties on the attached map and we would agree
to refer all matters requiring resolution to the Commission. MIT appmmates having the list as a
planning tool and we also appreciate being able to Lmllze the e}{pemse available at the
Commission as we renew and 1est016 our hlS‘[Ol’lG campus.

As the owner of many bulldmgs Wlﬂl architectural and historical significance, MIT acknowledges
its 1esp01131b111ty to address our shared desire to pr otect and honor the heritage of Cambridge.
Although the Institute has many competing demands in keeping the campus current and useful to
fulfill its mission of education, cutting edge research and innovation, we recognize historic
preseivatlon as an important and valued pr iority as the MIT campus continues to change and
evolve ¢ ovel tlmc

We would apprg’ciate a letter from the Commission confirming this agreement and also that the
Cambridge Historical Commission does not foresee designation of local landmarks, historic
districts or conservatlon districts for the properties included in this agreement. We look forward to
continuing our partnelshlp With the Commission.

Sincerely,

Israel Ruiz
Executive Vice President and Treasurer
Attachment
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CAMBRIDGE HISTORICAL COMMISSION

831 Massachusetts Avenue, 2% FI., Cambridge, Massachusetts 02139
Telephone: 617 349 4683 Fax: 617 3493116 TTY: 617 349 6112
E-mail: histcomm(@cambridgema.gov URL: http://www.cambridgema.gov/Historic
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William B. King, Chair, Bruce A. Trving, Fice Chair, Charles M. Sullivan, Executive Director
William Barry, M. Wyllis Bibbins, Robert G. Crocker, Chandra Harrington, Jo M. Solet, Members
Shary Page Berg, Joseph V. Ferrara, Susannah Barton Tobin, Alfernates

August x, 2015

Israel Ruiz, Executive Vice President and Treasurer
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
77 Massachusetts Ave.
Cambridge, MA 02139

Dear Mr. Ruiz:

This letter responds to your July 24, 2015 lettet’ harles Sullivan, Executive Director of the
Cambndge HlstOI ical Commlssmn Ielatlve to the 'quest mdde by the Commlssmn that MIT and

be considered “significant’’ undc;:l the Clty s Demolition Delay Ordinance, but recognizes that the
Institute's commitment for preservation and adaptive reuse of the Kendall Square Landmark Group
mitigates the potential demolition of that building.

The Commission is concerned that the limited number of properties proposed for consideration
under this protocol does not represent current thinking about the significance of buildings on the
MIT campus and in the surrounding areas. The Institute’s buildings were originally nominated to
the National Register in 1978. Significant industrial buildings identified by the Institute’s
consultants in 2002, for example, are not included. We understand that the Institute is prepared to
resume an architectural survey of other MIT-owned buildings as to their eligibility for State Register
listing, and that in future the protocol would also apply to buildings that the Institute and the
Commission agree would meet this level of significance.



At a meeting of the Cambridge Historical Commission on , 2015, the terms of the protocol
summarized in the Institute's letter and in this response, including the commitment to make a further
study of significance of other MIT-owned buildings and to have the protocol apply to those found to
be eligible for State Register listing, were supported in recognition of the City's interest in having
the commitment of the Institute to consider the architectural and historical significance of its
properties as it adapts and fulfills its changing needs. The Commission believes that its
preservation goals for the Kendall Square Landmark Group will be satisfied by the proposals in
MIT's Kendall Square Master Plan and continuing Commission staff input into the implementation
of the adaptive reuse of the buildings involved, without the need for formal landmark designation.
The Institute's commitment to review with the Commission staff further major changes to its other
existing and eligible State Register listed properties was a specifically identified factor in the
Commission's decision.

er bind their successors nor

For its part, while the current members of the Commission ca i
ings and areas that are threatened

ignore the Commission's responsibility to protect significa
by development or unacceptable change, the Commission affii at it does not foresee
designation of local landmarks or establishment of historic district’ormeighborhood conservation
district status for the properties that are or become subject to the protocol, We trust our staff's
experience and expertise in working with the Institute and appreciate the Institute's agreement to
refer matters requiring resolution to the full Commission. L

Sincerely,

William B. King, Chair



